
 

 
 

BOOKSHARE AND QUALIFICATIONS 
 

BOOKSHARE DOWNLOADS WHO CAN DOWNLOAD QUALIFICATIONS 

 

Public Domain Books Non-members and members None 

 

 

Books with U.S. copyrights 

Books with International permissions 

Teachers and Students Chafee Qualified 

 

 

NIMAC-sourced books K-12 (public and private) 

Home-schooled students 

 

Chafee Qualified and IEP 

 

 

 
 
 



 

BOOKSHARE 
WHO IS ELIGIBLE? 

 

Disability Qualified/Not Qualified Examples of Certifying 
Professionals 

 
 
Visual Impairment (VI), such as blind 
or low vision 

 
 
Qualified, if Confirmed by a Competent 
Authority 

A family doctor, ophthalmologist, 
optometrist, Teacher of the Visually 
Impaired, Special Education teacher 

Certification from the National Library 
Service for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped in the U.S. or similar 
national body 

Physical Disability (PD) which affects 
one’s ability to read print, such as 
inability to hold a book or turn pages 

 
Qualified, if Confirmed by a Competent 
Authority 

A family doctor or other medical 
professional, physical therapist, 
resource specialist, Special Education 
teacher 

 Learning Disability 
 Reading Disability 

Qualified, if Confirmed by a Competent 
Authority that the disability has a 
physical basis and significantly affects 
the use of print. 

A neurologist, psychiatrist, learning 
disability specialist, Special Education 
teacher, school psychologist, or clinical 
psychologist with a background in 
learning disabilities 

 Autism 
 Emotional disabilities 
 ADHD 
 ESL and ELL 
 Intellectual Disabilities 

Not qualified under this diagnosis, 
unless accompanied by a qualifying 
visual, physical, learning or reading 
disability as certified by a Competent 
Authority as above 

 
Examples listed above 

 

 



 

BOOKSHARE 
 

TWO MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS 
 

Organizational Membership                       
                  Qualifying U.S. students:  

 K-12 (public and private) 

 Home-schooled students 

 Post-secondary (public and private) 

 Adult education 

 

Free 

All other U.S. individuals 

 
 

$75 ($25 one-time set up fee + $50 annual fee) 

Access Bookshare at School 
 

Access Bookshare at home 

Teacher downloads on behalf of student 

Student Downloads for herself/himself 

 

Downloads for herself/himself 

 

Download all books, including textbooks Download books, except textbooks 

 



 

BOOKSHARE 

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

 

 

                   

 

                

Blind/Low 

Vision students  

 

Physical    

Impairment students 

 

Organic Disability 

that impacts ability 

to read- students 

Learning (Print) 

Disabilities- students 

 

Sponsors - Teachers of the 

Visually Impaired 

 

Organization 

District/School/Principal 
 

Sponsors- Special 

Education Teachers 

 

Sponsors- General 

Education Teachers 

 


